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Our years of experience will make 
you stand out from the crowd at our 
professional soccer club.

Formed in 1884, 
Tranmere Rovers 
FC is a revered 
soccer institution.

A club epitomising passion, 
unity and excellence and 
a founding member of 
Division Three North in 
1921, Tranmere Rovers FC 
have enjoyed a series of 
enthralling feats, including 
appearances at Wembley 
Stadium, the home of 
English soccer.

Scholars at The ISA will be 
presented with an opportunity to 
develop an array of skills during 
a riveting soccer education, 
whereby programmes are 
tailored in accordance to 
individual needs; participants 
will work with experienced 
coaches with a proven track 
record, at fantastic facilities 
where academy graduates have 
previously polished their skills, 
before commencing with their 
professional and international 
careers.
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Mark and Nicola Palios, Chairman and Vice chairman of 
Tranmere Rovers.

Mark Palios and David Beckham on Soccer World  
Cup duty.
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Welcome to
Tranmere Rovers



Nestled in amongst the club college and the Tranmere 
Rovers Elite Academy, an acclaimed producer of prime 
talent, the I.S.A provides aspiring soccer players with 
an abundance of elite training from our esteemed 
coaching team, whilst providing unprecedented 
access to observe and understand the dynamics of a 
professional soccer club.

A bespoke course designed for international player-scholars, 
the fusion of acumen, experience and qualified coaches 
presents a unique opportunity to enhance the soccer skill-set 
amongst scholars; an exclusive curriculum incorporating the 
only futsal-to-field program in the UK, participants can fully 
expect high quality tuition, thus fulfilling their potential as  

a player.

Highlights

The Academy has a proven track record 
of producing quality players.

• Access to proven, top-
quality professional 
coaching

• Access to a tailored Games 
Programme to fit the 
individual, leveraging off the 
extensive contracts which 
the Club has in all levels 
of the professional game 
as well as campus and top 
quality grassroot clubs

• Personal Development Plans 
tailored to the individual 
and based on our successful 
Academy curriculum 

• Exclusive insight into 
the inner workings of a 
professional Soccer Club 
observing sessions with the 
First Team

• Access to the top 
personalised sports science, 
medical physiotherapy and 
nutrition plans

• Monitored and tailored 
development to ensure 
scholars get the optimum 
output being the best that 
they can be as a player

• Support with career 
progression through our 
network of connections in 
professional soccer

The Super White Army are the only 
professional club to have its own ISA, paving 
the way for soccer players from around the 
globe to showcase their talent.

The proactive approach instilled by the 
club has seen the production of top-quality 
domestic players, who have embarked on a 
successful journey to the Premier League and 
the international arena, with Jason Koumas 
and Aaron Cresswell representing Wales and 
England, respectively. 

The North West has firmly established itself as 

Aaron Cresswell  
England, Tranmere and West Ham United.

the hotbed of soccer in the UK. An area home 
to an array of revered soccer institutions 
including Tranmere Rovers FC, reigning 
Premier League champions Manchester City 
FC, 5-time European Champions Liverpool 
FC, and world-renowned Manchester 
United FC, the North has enjoyed enviable 
levels of success in recent times, eclipsing 
the successes of sporting rivals located 
throughout the country; the North West 
has an unprecedented level of success and 
a unique football geography celebrated by 
thousands - domestically and internationally.

The soccer education I received at 
Tranmere gave me the foundation for 
my professional career.
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Leading
the Way

Soccer
Development



Education Internships

The ISA and TRFC College provide multiple education packages; while 
the ISA places an emphasis on developing soccer skills of members of 
each intake, education at the ISA doesn’t stop on the field. 

We provide sporting academic qualifications that will enhance your 
soccer knowledge and give you a fantastic platform to step into higher 
education degree programmes in partnership with our well-established 
partner university. We also provide internationally recognised English 
language courses such as IELTS and Cambridge exam qualifications 
as well as business English. We can also create a bespoke English 
language programme to suit your needs. The stature of the college 
continues to develop, with many graduates progressing into a career 
within professional soccer, employment or further education. Certain 
requirements will need to be fulfilled by scholars to be enrolled onto 
their chosen course. These qualifications supplement the soccer skills 
that will be gained by attendees of the I.S.A.

Here at The I.S.A, we harness the future; we provide advice and assistance 
on how to improve your prospects. While forming your tailored progression 
plan, we will help identify high, yet attainable targets, before utilizing our 
extensive contacts throughout the game to guide you towards successful 
outcomes. Moreover, we’ll build your CV via the incorporation of video clips 
demonstrating your overall ability, game play and interaction skills.

Being given the opportunity to work at TRFC has given 
me the platform to gain experience and confidence in 
the Media Communications industry.

Future Progression
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The only programme of its kind in the UK, I.S.A. Internships give individuals an exclusive 
insight into the inner workings of a professional soccer club. The programmes are 
flexible and applications are rolling, allowing the flexibility for individuals to tailor their 
internship to a time which suits them.

Unlike other internships, this programme is designed to give interns the necessary 
tools to progress in their chosen field. You will receive personal progression reviews, 
references, CV building workshops, a portfolio of work and a skills passport (which 
details all you have learnt) reviewed by your manager.

- Rob McNee

Internships are offered in these departments:
Commercial

Finance*

Events and Hospitality

International Development

Marketing and Journalism

Community Development

Sports Science*

Operations

Retail and Merchandising

* Prior qualifications are needed to apply for this internship

Internships can be matched with English Language qualifications and the Elite Soccer 
Development programme if desired.   



Providing would-be scholars with the 
opportunity to complete a personalised 
program in a safe, friendly and professional 
environment, led by highly-qualified staff and 
tutors with DBS checks and an abundance  
of experience.

Our team of safeguarding and welfare officers 
at Tranmere Rovers are a source of pride 
within the club, with each member of the 
team devoted to the delivery of a safe setting 
for our soccer and education programmes. 

Dylan is a skilful technical player who has made 
great progress as a footballer. Having previously 
played for Evo Stick Premiership team Skelmerdale 
United F.C. and the Jamie Vardy Academy. He now 
plays for Warrington Town FC.

Jacques Welsh completed his BTEC Level 3 with 
extended diploma with distinctions in every unit. 
He is now going on to the HND and is also playing 
for Flint Town in Welsh First Division and signed a 
professional contract. 

Danny Brooks completed his BTEC Level 2 and 3 as 
well as FA Level 1 coaching badge at the Tranmere 
Rovers College. He has previously played semi-
professional football and is now with Peninsular 
Strikers FC in Australia.

The I.S.A represents an awe-inspiring 
opportunity to integrate with fellow members 
of the international soccer community, 
building a whole host of contacts and friends 
who’ll stand the test of time, while continual 
interaction with students allows scholars 
to improve their English; opportunities to 
integrate with English culture are provided 
throughout the programme. For instance, 
optional excursions are fantastic ways to 
experience the UK and bond with colleagues.

Care and dedication has been applied to ensuring 
courses with The I.S.A is formed on foundations of 
exclusivity, expertise and enjoyment.
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Wellbeing
and Integration

10



Firmly established as one of the most affordable 
and safest scholar cities in the UK, Liverpool is a 
hotbed of activity and culture. This vibrant city 
boasts an array of accolades, including UNESCO 
City of Music 2015 and Capital of Culture 2008, as 

well as an enviable history and fantastic nightlife 
certified with the purple flag accreditation, 
earmarking the city as a safe place to enjoy an 
evening out.

Acknowledged as one of the most iconic cities in the UK, scholars 
will Never Walk Alone whilst soaring in the land of the Liver bird.

East of the River Mersey, The Wirral boasts 
breathtaking coastline and greenspace and is truly 
the quintessential place to study and play soccer. 
With picturesque towns and villages, state-of-
the-art shopping mall, a selection of golf courses 
and award-winning bars and restaurants, it’s easy 

to see why The Wirral has been dubbed the third 
happiest place to live in the UK; Prenton Park, home 
to Tranmere Rovers FC, is a fifteen-minute drive 
from the city centre and a well-equipped public 
transport network makes commuting seamless.

Liverpool is the hub of soccer in the North West, 
with Tranmere Rovers, five-time European

champions Liverpool and Stanley Park neighbours 
Everton forming a formidable soccer trio.
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Location

Here at The I.S.A, scholars aren’t only the beneficiaries of first-
class soccer training, development and internationally respected 
academic qualifications. The programme represents a phenomenal 
opportunity to meet people from around the world, experience 
different cultures and achieve to your optimum potential.

Participants are housed with other scholars 
in the centre of Liverpool, in close proximity 
to the buzz of the city centre, while local 
transport links provide an accessible gateway 
to the rest of the UK’s attractions; weekly and 
monthly events are a perfect opportunity 
for scholars to meet fellow participants 
whilst partaking in an array of exciting  
social activities.

The gatherings acknowledge the multicultural 
nature of the cohort, with events celebrating 
Chinese New Year, Diwali and Halloween, to 
name a few.

Additionally, I.S.A scholars are eligible for 
match-day tickets for first-team fixtures held 
at Prenton Park, as well as an Independent 
Liverpool Card, offering discounts in over 100 
of Liverpool’s leading eateries, stores and 
access to certain events.

The I.S.A programme presents scholars with 
an exciting opportunity to recognise their 
dreams with The ISA, in a city illuminated by 
opportunities.

13

Scholar
Life



Shaun Garnett
International 

Technical Director For 
Soccer & Futsal

Andy Parkinson
Former, Tranmere 

player. Elite 
Development Coach

Tom Wyatt 
Safeguarding Officer 
& Academy Scouting 

Coordinator

Andy Hodgen
First Team Sports 

Scientist

Michael Vernon
First Team Analyst and 
Scouting Coordinator

Aaron Argomandkhah
First Team Sports 

Nutritionist

Michael Wilde
U19’s Coach/Tutor 

- Elite Development 
Cohort

Paul Morrison
Head of TRFC 

Academy Operations

Michael Kinsella
Tranmere Rovers FC 

Development Manager
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The Team

Daniel O’Donnell
International Soccer 

Vice-Technical 
Director

Gerard Kinsella 
Head Development 

Coach

Ian Liversedge
First Team 

Physiotherapist

Daniel Shapcott
Education and Sports 
Lecturer - Level 2 & 3 

courses

15

Previously played professionally.



Home ground of the Super White 
Army, the impressive 17,000-seater 
stadium does not only operate on 
match-days. Prenton Park has high 
quality business and seminar rooms as 
well as its very own Futsal Hub based 
in the Recreational Centre just behind 
the stadium. The Futsal Hub has a gym 
and multiple classrooms in addition to 
the one large and two medium size 
futsal courts. The recently renovated 
café gives scholars an area to relax 
between classroom and coaching 
sessions whilst enjoying healthy food 
and drink. Next-door to the stadium 
are the Shaftsbury grass pitches where 
football training and matches take 
place. These pitches are tended to by 
our own groundsmen to maintain an 
excellent grass playing surface.

During your time studying at the International Soccer Academy you will 
have access to professional and high-quality facilities based at Prenton 
Park (the home ground for the First Team) and The Campus (the elite 
training centre for our first team and academy college) which are a ten-
minute drive apart. Your time will be split between these two locations.

Prenton Park
Capacity - 16,587

Record Attendance - 24,424

Opened - 9 March 1912
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Facilities

The Campus is the elite training facility for TRFC’s First Team and Academy. It has multiple 
classrooms, a game analysis room, state-of-the-art gym, physio room and nutrition hub as well 
as numerous large changing rooms. There are five grass pitches and other grass training areas 
and these are all maintained to a professional standard. 

The Campus is located near the beach where occasional fitness sessions will 
be put on. The professional coaching staff are based at The Campus so you  
will have easy access to discuss your soccer development plan with the relevant people.

The on-site pitches laid by Mallinsons are testament to the high-quality facilities on offer; 
Mallinsons have laid turf at some of the most prestigious soccer stadia: Premier League pitches, 
Stade de France and Wembley, home of the England international team.

Improve personal 
performance and 
fitness in state-of-the-
art gym facilities.

Socialise alongside like-minded 
applicants, with a hunger for 
The Beautiful Game. Relax in cosy 

accommodat ion , 
resting up before 
taking to the field.
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Campus &
Accommodation



Liverpool FC - Anfield Tour

Located within close proximity to Liverpool City Centre, Anfield is 
one of the most iconic grounds in world soccer. A ground shrouded in 
history and tradition, Anfield has witnessed countless spectacles, with 
the club winning countless honours, including 5 European Cups and 18 
League titles.

Manchester City FC - Etihad Stadium Tour

Following a move from their spiritual home Maine Road in 2003, 
Manchester City have made the Etihad Stadium a fortress in recent years 
winning eight major honours since 2011, including three Premier League 
titles. Pep Guardiola’s star-studded side continue to captivate crowds 

with their ruthless brand of attacking soccer.

Manchester United FC - Old Trafford Tour

A name recognised throughout world soccer, Manchester United FC 
continue to set the standards in English soccer. Visitors to Old Trafford, 
otherwise known as the ‘Theatre of Dreams’ have been treated to 
exhilarating performances, with household names such as David 
Beckham, Paul Scholes, Roy Keane and Peter Schmeichel contributing 
to an unprecedented treble in 1999. 

St George’s Park National Soccer Centre

A state-of-the-art training facility, St. George’s Park is home to the England 
international team. Set across 330-acres, our excursion to this incredible 
centre represents scholars with the chance to train in surroundings fit for 

Premier League superstars at the peak of their powers.

• Liverpool tour • Beach trip • Bowling • Cinema • Chester day trip • Lake District • London 
• Edinburgh (Scotland)

International Soccer Tournaments

Scholars will be given the opportunity to enter international soccer 
tournaments to further enhance their skills gained at The I.S.A.

Additional Trips include:
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Excursions

Achieving a place at Tranmere Rovers International Soccer Academy 
is extremely competitive as places are limited to cohorts of twenty 
at a time. Therefore, applicants must go through several stages of 
submissions before being offered a place. 

Football + Academic and/or English Programmes

To apply for a place at Tranmere Rovers International Soccer Academy applicants must 
submit evidence that they meet the requirements needed to enrol in the course, a completed 
application form, an academic and soccer personal statement and CV as well as a video 
demonstrating their soccer talent.

The personal statement and CV should include your skills, relevant interests and hobbies, 
along with any experience you think is appropriate. Your personal statement is an opportunity 
to tell us about yourself and why you want to apply to The I.S.A. We are looking for those 
with motivation, commitment and enthusiasm as well as promising soccer ability. Personal 
statements must not be longer than one A4 page and should be accompanied by your soccer 
and academic CV. 

Internships

To apply for an internship, individuals must fill out an application form and submit a CV and 
personal statement. What we look for in a personal statement is detailed above.

English Language Proficiency

In addition to satisfying the general academic criteria you will also need to demonstrate your 
English language proficiency. This is required to ensure that applicants will be able to complete 
the course and understand the course content. There are some exceptions to students coming 
from particular countries who do not need to provide evidence for this. You will be told if this 
does not apply to you. IELTS scores vary with each programme but we require a minimum of 
4.0 to meet visa criteria.

Please note: IELTS scores only remain valid for two years. If you are applying for a course that 
starts after your IELTS expiry date you will need to retake the test. IELTS tests must be taken 
in a UKVI-approved test centre. To find a suitable testing centre in your home country for 
IELTS contact the local British Council Office or visit: ielts.org.

How to Apply
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Making your
Application



Build your own experience

NOTE: All education includes the professional soccer development training. 
Education is a supplement and will work in harmony with the soccer. 

20

I.S.A Programme
Structure

Liverpool

Prenton 
Park
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Contact Us

TRFCofficial TranmereRovers TranmereRovers

For further information please see the Tranmere Rovers website:

www.tranmererovers.co.uk

If you would like to post any documentation our address is:

FAO International Soccer Academy 
Tranmere Rovers Football Club 
Prenton Park, Prenton Road West, 
Birkenhead, 
Wirral, 
CH42 9PY, 

UK

To speak to a representative please call the TRFC main phoneline on: 

+44 0333 014 4452

ACADEMIC

Int’l 
Foundation 

Diploma:
Semester

Abroad

(Sandwich 
Study)Degree 

Programme

ENGLISH

• Flexible dates & times

• Accredited and 
internationally recognised 
qualifications

• Bespoke language 
packages

Your Programme

Professional Soccer Development

• 3/6 month placements

• Multiple departments

• Real-life experience in highly 
competitive industries

INTERN PROGRAMME
• Pure Elite Soccer Development

• Elite Soccer Development & Academic

• Elite Soccer Development & English

• The Whole Package: Elite Soccer 
Development & Academic & English

PROGRAMMES



www.TranmereRovers.co.uk | +44 0333 014 4452

TRFCofficial TranmereRovers TranmereRovers


